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Comments on
Assignment 2



  

Fogel (2005)
Technical infrastructure

Website
Mailing list
Version control
Bug tracking

  

“Social infrastructure”
  

Forkability
Benevolent dictators
Consensus
Voting



  

Version Control
(or “revision control”)

subversion, git,
mercurial, bazaar



  



  



  



  

git clone git://git.kernel.org/pub/scm/linux/kernel/git/next/linux-next.git



  

Alice Bob

source of images: http://everaldo.com/crystal

centralized (e.g. subversion)

PublicPublic



  

Alice Bob

source of images: http://everaldo.com/crystal

distributed (e.g. git)

PublicPublic



  

Bug Tracking



  



  

http://www.bugzilla.org/docs/2.18/html/lifecycle.html

http://www.bugzilla.org/docs/2.18/html/lifecycle.html


  

“Social Infrastructure”



  

“Benevolent Dictator”

“Democracy”

“Forkability”

oligarchy



  

Motivations: Theory

Perhaps people do it for fun?

But why not have
fun and get paid?

(Of course, let's not forget: some people
do get paid to work on free software?)



  

The Amount of Fun

Why could free software be more 
fun than proprietary software?



  

Learning

What are the relevant alternatives?

1. University
2. Learning on the job



  

Getting a Job

Who will get hired?



  

The Resume

free software experience

industry experience



  

Potential Differences

Access
  

Visibility
  

Signaling



  

Job Market Signaling

Considering the costs
for Alice and Bob

(Who likely has to work harder?)



  

Complements

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Office-staples.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Swingline-stapler.jpg

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Office-staples.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Swingline-stapler.jpg


  

Examples



  

Other Reasons?

1. GPL
2. Public relations / recruiting
3. To sabotage competitors?
4. To get others to use it
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